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Year 9 into 10-
Years 10 and 11 Guided Pathway Information
Continuing the Five Year Curriculum Journey

We are pleased to attach the Guided Pathway information booklet for Years 10 & 11 at Outwood Academy
Normanby.

At Outwood Grange Academies Trust we firmly believe that all children, irrespective of their starting point,
are entitled to a broad and balanced curriculum which will enable them to succeed both whilst at the
academy and beyond.  It is our intent that the experiences we provide our students through our wider
educational offer, and specifically our curriculum offer, drives our Trust vision Students First: raising
standards and transforming lives.  To that end, at Outwood Academy Normanby we are delighted to offer a
curriculum, which enables all students within our academy to fulfil their potential and develop the
all-important knowledge, skills and qualities which will serve them well in later life.

For September 2023 we are changing the structure of how we are delivering the curriculum at Outwood
Academy Normanby. In order to do this, we are going to ask Year 9 students to re-make all of their
choices to start in Year 10. We know that they are currently studying either Sport Studies, Health and
Social Care or Catering. If they would like to carry on with this subject, they simply need to choose it
again. If they do not wish to carry on with this subject and want to choose something different, this is fine -
they simply choose 3 new subjects.

A feature of our Years 10 & 11 curriculum are these Guided Pathways, which, alongside a core entitlement,
make up the broad and balanced range of subjects on offer.  In the attached booklet you will see that the
core subjects: GCSE English Language and Literature, GCSE Mathematics and GCSE sciences - combined
(double) science or biology, chemistry and physics - are taken by all students alongside non-examined
courses in physical education and personal, social, religious and health education (currently called the Life
programme). Students then have three subjects to choose as part of their Guided Pathways allocation.

Furthermore, we fully support the entitlement that students have to study the group of qualifications which
the government calls the English Baccalaureate (EBacc): English, mathematics, sciences, one humanities
subject (geography or history) and a modern foreign language.  To both support attainment in this
important group of subjects and promote a broad and balanced curriculum for your child, we require all
students to study either geography or history.  For many students it will be appropriate that they also study
a modern foreign language subject so that they can attain the Full EBacc which, increasingly, higher
education establishments are looking for; these subjects are also an excellent foundation for all students,
including those who wish to go on and study A Levels in the 'Facilitating Subjects' (biology, chemistry,
English, geography, history, maths, modern and classical languages, physics).  It is possible to study both
geography and history alongside a modern foreign language if a student wishes.

We will provide specialist independent careers advice to ensure that students have access to impartial
support during this process.

We understand that this is a crucial time and the choosing of qualification courses is very important.
Further information about support available can be found in this booklet, including details of the Guided
Pathway Information Evening.

Whatever students are hoping to study, and then do in later life, we are sure that the Guided Pathway
process will be helpful, in the full knowledge that our sole aim is to put Students First: raising standards and
transforming lives.
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Making the Choice

In general terms what does the curriculum look like?

The timetable week contains 25 x 1 hour periods; plus, Tutor Time.
This 25 period week is split into compulsory Core subjects and Guided Pathway subjects.

Year 10 Year 11

Core

English 5 hrs
Maths 4 hrs
Science 5 hrs
PE 1 hr
RE/LIFE 1 hr

English 5 hrs
Maths 4 hrs
Science 6 hrs
PE 1 hr

Guided Pathways

Students can choose three subjects from a list of courses (see list below)

The expectation is that all students will study at least one EBacc
Humanity subject (geography or history) at GCSE in Years 10 & 11; and
that many will study for the Full EBacc (1x MFL and 1x Humanity).

Guided Pathway Courses
The courses which students can choose from, to start in Year 10 are:

Students to choose three subjects (plus two reserves) from these lists
Students will need to choose at least one subject
from this list of Humanity subjects

Students need to choose two subjects from the
list below (plus two reserves)

History (GCSE)
Geography (GCSE)

Art and Design (GCSE)
Catering (Technical Award)
Computer Science (GCSE)

Design and Technology (GCSE)
Drama (GCSE)

Geography (GCSE)
History (GCSE)

Health and Social Care (Technical Award)
Music (BTEC)

Spanish (GCSE)
Sport Studies (Cambridge National)
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Terminology that may help you and your child

Core These are compulsory subjects: English, maths, science, PE, RE/Life

Guided Pathway
Choices There is an element of choice about which of these subjects to study

Level 1 GCSE grades 3-1 or equivalent

Level 2 GCSE grades 9-4 or equivalent
With grades 5+ being classed as strong pass grades

Level 3 ‘A’ Level grade A*-E or equivalent

GCSE A course graded 9-1. These are assessed mainly or solely by examination (see
individual subject guides for further information)

BTEC Technical
Award / OCR
National

Vocational qualifications, graded pass/merit/distinction/distinction*, and equivalent to a
GCSE. Larger portfolio/coursework based elements, with some assessment by exam
(see individual subject guides for further information). Designed to equip students with
applied knowledge and associated practical skills; and closely aligned with the world of
work

Facilitating
Subjects

The Facilitating Subjects are: maths, English, sciences (including computer science),
geography, history and modern foreign languages.
Please see link below regarding the value placed on these subjects

Full EBacc
(EBacc = English
Baccalaureate)

For students to study the Full EBacc they must take GCSEs in maths, English, at least
two sciences, one of history or geography and a modern foreign language

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/

What sort of future planning should students be doing?
Where possible, if students have a goal to aim for, this can help focus their choice of courses. Having said
that, we fully understand that many students will either not have a career path planned out or may change
their plans. We would encourage students to choose a broad range of qualifications over Years 10 & 11, to
keep their future options open.

Attainment 8
The government created and now uses a Level 2 Threshold measure called Attainment 8. Attainment 8 is
starting to become part of the admissions criteria for some further or higher education establishments and
employment. A student’s Attainment 8 score not only indicates their average grade, it also demonstrates
performance across a range of subjects. It expects students to have achieved best possible grades in:

● GCSE Maths and GCSE English
● Any three GCSE qualifications from the Sciences, geography, history or modern foreign languages
● A further three qualifications which can be either BTEC Technical Award/OCR National, GCSE or

other approved qualifications

We will therefore support students in the core curriculum and through their Guided Pathway choices to
achieve their best possible score in this measure.
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What if students cannot do their chosen course?
We build the Guided Pathway subject blocks based on student choices rather than ask them to pick from
pre-determined blocks, so we hope that the courses offered will be available to all the students who want
them but we will ask you to give us two alternative/reserve choices.
Despite every effort to give all students their preferred choice, this may not always be possible.
Alternatives may have to be considered if:

● Too many students opt for a particular course
● Too few students select a particular course
● We wish to advise a better range of courses to meet a student’s needs
● Combinations of courses are chosen which don’t work once the blocks have been created

We will write to you in the summer term to confirm your choices.

Can students change their mind?
We always do our best to ensure that all students’ choices can be matched but please bear in mind that
students who submit choices after the deadline may not find it possible to be placed on their first choice
courses. As soon as the options deadline has passed, work begins on timetabling. Alterations to choices
may not be possible from this point onwards.

Once a decision has been made and a course begun, it is extremely difficult to make any changes. It is
therefore essential that time and thought be given to the combination of courses to be taken.

What support is available to help decide which Guided Pathway subjects to
take?

1. Subject staff will be available at the Year 9 into10 Guided Pathway Evening on Thursday 5 January

2023 5pm - 6.30pm to discuss courses

2. A careers advisor will also be available on this evening

3. Students are welcome to discuss course choices in relation to their future career plans and current

level of performance with subject and pastoral staff during the academy day, over the next few

weeks

Deadline for Year 9 into 10 choices forms to be submitted:

Wednesday 25th January 2023
Choices will be collected via a Google Form, which will be posted onto Google Classroom.

Please do attend the information evening on Thursday 5 January 5pm before making your
choices.
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Guided Pathways subject information…

Art and Design  (GCSE) -

Learners explore a wide range of materials, techniques and processes including: photography, painting, drawing,
sculpting, printing and textile art. Learners can choose to focus on a specialist area of study which suits their
individual interests and abilities. This can result in A-level/degree opportunities and a whole host of careers including
video game designer, fashion designer or architect.

Unit 1:
Supporting
project.
Sustained
Portfolio.

In Component 1 (portfolio) students develop responses to initial starting
points/project briefs and realise intentions informed by research, the development
and refinement of ideas and meaningful engagement with selected sources.
Responses will include evidence of drawing for different purposes and needs and
written annotation.

60% of
final
grade

Unit 2:
Externally Set
Brief.

In Component 2 (externally set assignment) students respond to a starting point
provided by AQA. This response provides evidence of the student’s ability to work
independently within specified time constraints, realise intentions that are personal
and meaningful and explicitly address the requirements of all four assessment
objectives.

40% of
final
grade

Further study and career opportunities:

Animator
Architect
Art Therapist
Blacksmith
Ceramics
Cartoon/Comic art
Community arts

Product design
Sculptor
Set design
Tattoo artist
Teacher
Theatre design
Web design

Costume design
Exhibition design
Fashion design
Film director
Fine artist
Furniture design
Game design

Graphic design
Illustrator
Interior design
Jewellery design
Make up/Hair design
Medical illustrator
Photographer

Hospitality & Catering (Level 1/2 Vocational Award)

Hospitality & Catering will introduce you to the hospitality and catering industry (e.g. restaurants, hotels, cafes etc)
and also introduce you to new and exciting food preparation skills where you will be able to adapt and cook your
own recipes.

How you are assessed:
One externally assessed unit ( written exam) which is 40% of your final grade.

- Understand the environment in which hospitality and catering providers operate.
- Understand how hospitality and catering provisions operate.
- Understand how hospitality and catering provision meets health and safety requirements.
- Know how food can cause ill health.
- Be able to propose a hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements.

One internally assessed unit (coursework) which is 60% of your final grade.

- Safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes.
- Understand the importance of nutrition when planning menus.
- Understand menu planning.
- Be able to cook dishes.
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Computer Science (GCSE)

In this course you will learn about the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science,
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation. In addition you will need
to analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems,
including designing, writing and debugging programs. You will also explore the components that make up
digital systems, and how they communicate with one another and the impacts of digital technology to
the individual and to wider society.

You would be assessed by two 90 minute written examinations at the end of year 11, both counting for
50% of the overall qualification grade.

What possible careers follow on from this course?

The skills acquired through Computer Science complement most careers, however some of the possible
career paths include:

∙ Software Developer
∙ Web Application Developer
∙ Computer Systems Analyst

∙ Mobile App Developers
∙ Information Security Analyst

Design and Technology (GCSE)

The study of design and technology prepares students to participate confidently and successfully in an
increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and
technology, including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors. GCSE Design and
Technology  will enable students to work creatively when designing and making and applying technical and
practical expertise. The course allows students to develop their ability to design and make products with
creativity and originality, using a range of materials and techniques. They will also have the opportunity to
study specialist technical principles in greater depth through a chosen material area.
Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

100 marks
50% of GCSE

• Core technical principles
• Specialist technical principles
• Designing and making principles

Non-exam assessment: 30–35 hours approx.
100 marks
50% of GCSE

Practical application of:
• Core technical principles
• Specialist technical principles
• Designing and making principles

Progression Routes:
Design & Technology greatly complements Ebacc subjects as it encompasses problem solving, lateral
thinking and also allows for a creative outlet which can be transferred into many career areas.  Some of the
career paths which Design & Technology can lead to are Graphic/Product Design, Web/ Computer Game
Design, Interior/furniture Design, Architecture, Town Planning, Teaching, Engineering (Mechanical, Civil,
Automotive), Mechanical and Practical Trades such as Joinery, Carpentry, Mechanics, Construction.
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Drama (GCSE)

Students gain a practical understanding of drama, and apply this knowledge to their performances as they
develop their practical skills. Students can choose to be a performer or can take on the role of designer in
lighting, sound, set or costume.

Component 01 &
02: Devising drama

Learners will research and explore a stimulus, work collaboratively and create
their own devised drama.

30% of
final grade

Component 03:
Presenting and
performing texts

Learners develop and apply theatrical skills in acting or design by presenting a
showcase of two extracts from a performance text.

30% of
final grade

Component 04:
Drama:
Performance and
response

Learners will explore practically a performance text to demonstrate their
knowledge and understanding of drama. Learners will analyse and evaluate a
live theatre performance. This is a written component.

40% of
final grade

Further study:
Drama GCSE provides the perfect springboard for students to progress to A-Level and University. It can
lead to many career opportunities including media, theatre, television radio, the film industry, arts
administration, drama therapy and education.

Geography (GCSE)

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment - This unit is about physical processes and systems
including tectonic hazards, tropical storms, extreme weather, climate change, coasts, rivers, ecosystems and
hot deserts.

The aims of this unit are to develop an understanding of the processes and features associated with tectonic,
geomorphological, biological and meteorological processes and the need for management strategies governed by
sustainability to look at the effects of human interaction with the Earth and the atmosphere.

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment - In this unit students will study urbanisation,
population, globalisation, economic development and the management of resources – food, energy and water.

This unit includes a variety of global locations to develop an understanding of different levels of development and
the challenges that arise in developing sustainably.

Paper 3: Geographical applications- This unit will provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate a
variety of geographical skills including issues evaluation and applying their knowledge of human and physical fieldwork.

Assessment
● Paper 1  1 hour 30 minutes, Examination (35% of final grade)
● Paper 2 1 hour 30 minutes, Examination (35% of final grade)
● Paper 3 1 hour 15 minutes, Examination (30 % of final grade)

This paper includes a pre-release booklet of resources we have access to 12 weeks prior to the exam.
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History (GCSE)

Thematic Study and Historic Environment- The thematic studies require students to understand change and
continuity across a long period of history. You will examine how medicine changed over time and compare different
time periods. The historic environment will involve students learning about the British sector of the Western Front
during the First World War. This environment is linked to the thematic study. Students will examine injuries and
treatments in the trenches.

Period Study and British Depth Study - The period focuses on a substantial and coherent medium time span of
at least 50 years whereas the depth study concentrates on a short time span. In this period students will learn about
the American West from 1835-1895. Topics in this unit include The Plains Indians – Beliefs and Way of Life, Migration
and Impact on the Indians, Development of the Plains and Conflict and Conquest. You will learn about Elizabethan
England from 1558-1588. Topics include The ‘Virgin’ Queen, Plots against Elizabeth, Mary Queen of Scots, War with
Spain – The Armada.

Modern Depth Study- This involves students studying Germany from 1918-39. Topics include The Weimar
Republic 1919-29, Hitler’s Rise to Power, Nazi Dictatorship, Life in Nazi Germany.

Assessment
● Paper 1 – Thematic Study and Historic Environment
● 1 hour and 15 minutes (30%) Medicine in Britain 1250 – present. The British Sector of the Western Front

1914 - 18; injuries and treatment in the trenches
● Paper 2 – Period Study and British Depth Study
● 1 hour and 45 minutes (40%) Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588. The American West 1835-1895
● Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study
● 1 hour 20 minutes (30%) Weimer and Nazi Germany 1918-39

Health and Social Care (Technical Award)

The Level 1/2 Technical Award in Health and Social Care is designed for learners who want an introduction to health
and social care that includes a vocational and project-based element. Studying a qualification in health and social care
allows you to develop transferable skills which are applicable to a wide range of graduate careers both within and
outside the Health and Social Care sector. You will study a variety of topics including:

● Health and social care provision, services and job roles
● Key legislation, policies, procedures and values in health and social care
● Human development across the lifespan and a range of nature/ nurture factors which can affect individuals

such as relationships, income, diet and alcohol
● Care needs of individuals with conditions and disabilities that require health and social care support
● Partnership working in health and social care and the care planning cycle

The qualification is graded level 1/2  pass - distinction. The qualification has 2 assessments externally-set by the exam
board:

● One non-exam assessment - 13 hours non-exam assessment (coursework) weighted 50% of overall grade.
This is externally-set, internally marked and externally moderated.

● One written examination assessment- 1 hour 30 minutes exam weighted 50% of overall grade. This is
externally-set and externally marked
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Music (BTEC)

The Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical learning
environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:

● development of key skills that prove learners’ aptitude in music such as responding to a musical brief using
musical skills and techniques

● processes that underpin effective ways of working in the music industry, such as the development of musical
ideas, and using skills and techniques for rehearsal and performance to respond to a music industry brief

● • attitudes that are considered most important in the music industry, including personal management and
communication

● knowledge that underpins effective use skills,processes and attitudes in the sector such as musical skills and
styles.

Learners will complete three components as part of the course:

Component 1: Exploring Music Products and Styles- Learners will explore the techniques used in the creation of
different musical products and investigate the key features of different musical styles and genres.

Component 2: Music Skills Development.- Learners will have the opportunity to develop two musical disciplines
through engagement in practical tasks, while documenting their progress and planning for further improvement.

Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music Brief- Learners will be given the opportunity to develop and
present music in response to a given commercial music brief.

Further study:
BTEC Music provides the perfect springboard for students to progress to A-Level and University. It can lead to many
career opportunities including music producer, music therapist, musician, music teacher/ tutor, sound designer, sound
engineer, special effects technician.

Spanish (GCSE)

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based:
● Theme 1: Identity and culture
● Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
● Theme 3: Current and future study and employment

These themes apply to all four question papers. Students are expected to understand and provide information and
opinions about these themes relating to their own experiences and those of other people, including people in
countries/ communities where the target language is spoken. They will also develop an understanding of the culture
of Spain and other Spanish-Speaking countries.

Assessment: Assessment in GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 3–9).
Students must take all four question papers at the same tier. The assessment is made up of four exams, Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking and each are worth 25% of the total grade. All exams take place internally but are
externally marked, including the speaking exam.

Progression Routes: Many professions and international companies seek employees who are able to speak a
foreign language, and will often pay a higher salary for this skill. Almost all university courses include an option to add
the study of a foreign language and/or study abroad. Do this if you want a traditional qualification, if you are aiming
for university or if you want to study languages at Advanced Level.
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Sport Studies (Cambridge National)

This course will encourage students to think for themselves about the study of sport and the application to real life
practical sport, leadership and evaluation of the skills required there. They will study topics affecting sport through
the contemporary issues unit, both play and lead sporting activities, as well as having the chance to explore the world
of sport in the media. Learners will complete three components as part of their course:

Component 1: Contemporary Issues In Sport- This is assessed by an exam. By completing this unit you will
understand a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, including learning about participation levels and
barriers to completing sporting activities.

Component 2: Performance and Leadership in Sports Activities- This is assessed by a practically set assignment. In
this unit you will have an opportunity to develop your skills both as a performer in two different sporting activities,
and as a leader, developing a range of transferable skills.

Component 3: Sports and the Media- This is assessed by a set assignment. In this unit you will understand the
different sides of a range of media sources and apply real life examples to show the nature of the relationship
between media and sport. You will also learn how rapid development in technology is enabling sport to be viewed,
replayed and discussed whenever and wherever the spectator wants.

Sport Studies can lead to many career opportunities including:

● Exercise psychologist/ physiologist
● Personal trainer
● Fitness centre manager
● Sports coach
● Sports development officer
● Sports nutritionist
● Sports therapist
● Sports journalist / writer

If you have any further questions about these qualifications, please contact Heads of
Departments:

● Art and Design (GCSE)- Miss Metcalfe: k.metcalfe@normanby.outwood.com
● Catering (Technical Award)- Mrs Hendry: l.hendry@normanby.outwood.com
● Computer Science (GCSE) - Mrs Hendry: l.hendry@normanby.outwood.com
● Design and Technology (GCSE) - Mrs Hendry: l.hendry@normanby.outwood.com
● Drama (GCSE) - Miss Metcalfe: k.metcalfe@normanby.outwood.com
● Geography (GCSE)- Mrs Storey: a.storey@normanby.outwood.com
● History (GCSE) - Mrs Storey: a.storey@normanby.outwood.com
● Health and Social Care (Technical Award)- Miss Gibson: c.gibson@normanby.outwood.com
● Music (BTEC)  - Miss Metcalfe: k.metcalfe@normanby.outwood.com
● Spanish (GCSE)- Mrs Ritchie: l.ritchie@normanby.outwood.com
● Sport Studies (Cambridge National)- Miss Limon: r.limon@normanby.outwood.com
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